
                                               
  

Russell Gyurek currently a Director, Open vRAN Solutions in the MIG BU.  In this 
role he leads the solution architecture, partner engagements and customer 
support. He also works on tech-policy and tech-specifications/standards.  
Previously he was Director, IoT-CTO & Industries in the Cisco IoT group. He has 
over 25 years of networking related technology experience, the majority in 
leadership positions.   Russ’ range of expertise includes IoT/connectivity of things, 
5G core, RAN and spectrum related topics, ML/DL, AI and analytics/big data, 
cloud, optical networking technologies, broadband architectures and related 
technical policy, strategic partnerships, and emerging market development.  He 
has held various leadership roles in creating strategy and direction in these 
areas.  In Russ’ current role he is responsible for technology leadership, market 
development, research engagements, standards, partner enablement, due 
diligence and IoT security baselines and policy.  The CTO group evaluates future 
trends, emerging standards, technologies, and architectures that drive and 
influence Cisco’s market portfolio relating to IoT. He also works closely with the 
vertical solutions organization- turning strategy into real world IoT deployments, 
including IIoT, connected transportation and connected communities.  For the 
past year he has been leading industry wide efforts in 5G and the security and 
scalability of IoT device onboarding.  The IoT effort is now in productization and 
development with the various players in the IoT eco-system which has led to the 
creation of an industry consortia called IoTopia. In addition, Russ is a value-of-the-
infrastructure advisor to customers, helping to create new business models and 
use cases to leverage network data for cloud and real time event processing.   
Russ engaged in numerous sponsored research work at various universities during 
his 20 year plus career at Cisco.   In industry related work, he holds the following 
board seats: University of Washington IoT Board, NCSU ECE board, Georgia Tech’s 
CDAIT board, RTCC board, the CleanTech Corridor board, SAS strategic advisory 
board, and a board seat on RIOT (IoT accelerator organization).  In these board 



roles he has collaborated with multi-stakeholders to create new programs for IoT, 
access technologies and data science/analysis.  Russ has held additional board 
roles in the past on the FTTH Council and the OCF (Open Connectivity 
Foundation).  He is a participating member on Global Platform- leading the 
technical committee for IoTopia- focused on 4 key pillars of IoT security, 5GAA, 
and 5G ACIA.  He has given numerous keynotes at conferences and research 
workshops on IoT and related topics.  Russ has played key roles in IEEE standards 
development and ratification including 802.3.   
Russ has led and participated on numerous technical policy teams in the past 10 
years.  He holds an appointed position on the FCC-TAC (Technical Advisory 
Council).  The TAC is a small group of cross-industry SMEs put in place to advice 
the FCC staff and chairman in key technologies and related matters that are 
relevant to the US position in communications.   In this appointed position he has 
chaired Working Groups on the “Sunset of the PSTN”, “Network resiliency”, “IoT”, 
“Next Generation Internet” and “Next Generation Policy and Regulations”.  He is 
currently chairman of the 5G/IoT/OpeRAN working group- a 2-year role likely to 
be continued in 2021 by the FCC.     Other roles include direct advisor positions to 
the governor of CA (CBTF), the governor (now senator) of West Virginia (WVBSF), 
and the country of Lebanon (Partnership of Lebanon- a President Bush initiative), 
and ITU’s World Broadband Commission (representing Cisco’s CEO).  Prior to 
Cisco, Russ held senior technical and leadership roles at BellSouth (AT&T), in the 
networking design and architecture group managing a team of optical network 
specialists.   
Russ has a BSEE from Trine University and an MBA from UNC’s Cameron School of 
Business. 



Andrew Thiessen, MITRE  
 
Andrew Thiessen recently joined MITRE following a distinguished 19-year career with 
the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA). At NTIA, 
Mr. Thiessen was a Division Chief for the Institute for Telecommunication Sciences 
where he led 5G research and development and 5G standards. At NTIA Andrew was a 
key driver in establishing the strategic direction for NTIA’s laboratory focus on 
spectrum related issues, such as spectrum sharing between 5G systems and other, 
incompatible radio systems. Andrew also participated at the highest levels of NTIA in 
supporting spectrum policy development through science driven input. 
 
Andrew also oversaw the FirstNet 3GPP standards team from inception in 2012 
through 2017, successfully addressing gaps in LTE capability for public safety 
adoption. Andrew has worked in and around US government policy, test and 
evaluation, and research for many years. Andrew has a 
demonstrated leadership track record and has chaired several working groups in 
industry organizations and standards bodies. 
  
At MITRE, Andrew is the Head of 5G/xG Engagement. In this role, Andrew is 
developing and evangelizing MITRE’s 5G/xG strategy to accelerate the adoption of 
5G and beyond technology by the nation, increase U.S. leadership in 5G/xG, and 
support the government strategy to secure 5G and beyond. Andrew will bring a 
neutral and objective approach to the position and leverage the skills demonstrated 
in his convening the Spectrum Terms of Reference development. 
 


